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Campus English

To help the Tamkang community(l) integrate(2) English into ev—eryday life,
here we will offer some English that is useful specifically for(3) life on a
university campus. In this issue(4) we use an imaginary(b) conversation
between an American student named Jason and a Taiwanese student named Alex
in one of Tamkang's school cafeterias(6). The American, Jason, is in Tamkang
studying Mandarin Chinese(7) for one year. He and Alex are doing a language

exchange, and we are listening in(8) on their first English conversation.

Jason : So(9) Alex, what's your major(10)?

Alex : I'm an Information and Library Science(11) major. How about you?

Jason : Back at my home university in the US, I'm an Asian Studies(12) major.

By the way, what year are you(13)?

Alex : I'm sorry. I'm not sure what you mean.

Jason : There are four years for a university undergraduate student(14),
right? If you are studying in your first year, you are a freshman. If it's
your second year, you're called a sophomore. Third year students are
juniors and the fourth and final year is called senior year. So, for
example, I can say things like: &quot My junior year in university was the

most enjoyable year for me. &quot

Alex : Thanks. That's useful to know.



Jason : It is. Probably the two most frequent(15) questions that are asked
when university students meet each other for the first time are:

&quot What year are you?&quot And &quot What's your major?&quot

Alex : By the way, to answer your original question, I'm a sophomore. And

what year are you?

Jason : I'm a junior. So, you could say I am here in Taiwan for a junior

year abroad.
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